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INTRODUCING THE SPARTAN™ 
GALAPAGOS HOUSE NOTE

* Independent laboratory testing shows durability up to eight times greater. Results available on request.

CCL Secure is proud to present 
the Galapagos House Note.  
It showcases years of research, 
development and engineering, 
delivering extreme durability to 
drive sustainable outcomes.

SPARTAN™ finished banknotes are substantially* more 
durable than existing cotton-paper, blended, or polymer 
banknotes. This significantly reduces the use of raw 
materials and fossil fuels. The banknotes can be fully 
recycled using an established process at end-of-life.

By delivering breakthrough durability, SPARTAN lowers 
procurement volumes and presents an alternative to 
minting coins. It’s a genuine innovation that completely 
reshapes the calculation of cost and benefit for central 
banks when issuing currency at the note/coin boundary.

EVOLUTION OF THE WORLD’S MOST  
DURABLE BANKNOTE

The Galapagos Islands are one of the most biodiverse 
places on Earth. This living laboratory of evolution 
enabled Charles Darwin to realise his theory of natural 
selection. Isolated from the South American mainland, 
species evolved unique characteristics that equipped 
them to exploit every ecological niche on the islands, 
while maintaining a sustainable balance for all.

These iconic islands have now inspired CCL Secure’s 
SPARTAN Galapagos House Note.

Like the natural world, cash cycles evolve, and 
contemporary conditions at the note/coin boundary 
are extremely tough. High transaction velocity means 
banknotes wear faster, raising the rate of replacement, 
and ultimately pushing up issuance costs. Until now, 
the only solution has been moving to coins. SPARTAN 
provides the solution. Every aspect of the finished 
banknote has been specifically engineered to perform  
as low-value currency that changes hands often. It’s  
the next evolution in polymer banknote technology.

WHAT IS SPARTAN™

SPARTAN™ is an ultra-durable polymer banknote solution produced 
entirely by CCL Secure. 

It provides unrivalled performance among the lowest denominations,  
at the note/coin boundary. With a significantly longer life in circulation, 
SPARTAN™ reduces overall procurement volumes, supporting central 
banks to reduce issuance costs, streamline cash cycle management, 
and increase the quality of notes in circulation.
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The Galapagos House Note’s design emphasises the fact durability drives 
greener outcomes. It highlights how species co-evolve to fill gaps in their 
natural environment, suggesting the need to develop more sustainable 
banknotes that are tailored to thrive in today’s complex cash cycle. 

Extending this theme, the denominational value of ‘8’ duplicates and 
mirrors the ‘S’ from SPARTAN to intimate the infinite circle of life. Elsewhere, 
elements representing the warm Panama current from the north and the cold 
Humboldt current from the south mingle harmoniously in the note’s centre.

CONCEPT DESIGN

Along with a range of secondary subjects, the primary elements are 
intricately integrated with security features that incorporate colour 
switching and UV effects, as well as vibrant Spot Colour inks.

OBVERSE

The main element on the 
obverse face depicts a 
Galapagos giant tortoise - 
an iconic species that can 
survive for more than 150 
years. As well as longevity, 
the tortoise is known for 
being elusive - just like 
currency solutions at the 
note/coin boundary had 
been before SPARTAN.

REVERSE

The main element on the 
reverse face depicts a 
mother fur seal nuzzling 
her pup, symbolising 
the need to nurture our 
natural environment. This 
element has been placed 
in the centre to take full 
advantage of SPARTAN’s 
signature resistance to 
wear on the fold line. 
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SECURITY FEATURES

SPARTAN polymer banknotes 
accommodate a wide range  
of overt and covert security 
features that have been  
optimised for performance 
in the lowest denominations

The Galapagos House Note leverages Level 1 and Level 2 
security features to extend the sustainability message 
and enrich aesthetic dimensions of the concept design.

Some elements transform when exposed to ultraviolet 
(UV) or infrared (IR) light, while others can be detected 
by tilting the note. This enables easy authentication.

The house note also features the trademark tactility 
of SPARTAN banknotes, developed to drive consumer 
acceptance by replicating the ‘paper like’ feel of existing 
cotton banknotes now under pressure to become coins.

VIVID™ 

VIVID™ 

VIVID™ SWITCH

IRIFLIP™

VIVID™ SWITCH

VIVID™ IR

TACTILITY

NUMBERING
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VIVID™ SWITCH

VIVID™ SWITCH transforms 
the albatross elements – 
between gold and silver 
when the banknote is 
tilted, or white under  
UV light.

VIVID™ SWITCH

VIVID™ SWITCH 
transforms covert 
patterning from silver to 
transparent when tilted. 
– it also fluoresces bright 
white under UV light

VIVID IR™ 

VIVID™ IR embeds UV  
and IR inks within a spot 
ink. This creates a dark 
tortoise image under IR 
that also fluoresces when 
exposed to UV.

IRIFLIP™

IRIFLIP™ reveals this  
hidden digit when the 
banknote is tilted, but 
conceals the ‘8’ when 
viewed straight on.

VIVID™

VIVID™ ink is used on the 
fur seal subjects to provide 
easy authentication, 
turning the elements  
red under UV light.

VIVID™ 

VIVID™ inks fluoresce a 
brilliant red when exposed 
to UV light, illuminating 
the Humbolt and Panama 
currents, among other 
elements.

NUMBERING

SPARTAN banknotes  
come complete with serial 
and tracking numbers, 
ready for issuance by 
central banks.

Front Back

TACTILITY

Specialised inks  
and gravure printing  
techniques help recreate 
the distinctive feel  
of cotton-paper 
banknotes.
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EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS AND 
RECYCLING AT END-OF-LIFE

The Galapagos Islands are one of many environments 
under threat due to climate change. Even a slight shift 
in temperatures can devastate wildlife that has evolved 
over eons to thrive in perfect harmony with this habitat. 
Nature can no longer evolve fast enough to adapt. 
Instead, industry must innovate and create technical 
solutions that mitigate climate change at its source.

SPARTAN reduces emissions through durability. A longer 
life in circulation will significantly lower procurement 
volumes, reducing the use of raw materials, as well as 
emissions from production and transport. When the 
banknote does reach end-of-life, it can be fully recycled 
using a well-established industry process that supports 
central banks to progress operations towards zero waste.

CCL Secure is proud of the fact that  
85 per cent of our banknote products 
are being recycled at end-of-life. This 
reflects decades of commitment and 
direct investments by the CCL Group.
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REDUCED PROCUREMENT VOLUMES, 
INCREASED SEIGNIORAGE

SPARTAN’s lower procurement volumes 
increase seigniorage while alleviating 
the cost and complexity of issuing 
currency at the note/coin boundary. 
This enables central banks to maintain 
denominations in banknote format, 
which is the preferred payment method 
for consumers worldwide.

Although the lifecycle of SPARTAN is less than a coin, 
initial outlays are significantly lower, and expected to 
maintain this cost advantage with time. As a finished 
banknote delivered ready for issuance, SPARTAN provides 
central banks with a ‘one stop shop’ for issuing currency 
at the note/coin boundary.

All production processes are undertaken directly by 
CCL Secure. The banknotes are sheeted, guillotined, packed 
and delivered along with a full manifest. SPARTAN is also 
cash cycle ready, being fully compatible with existing 
processing infrastructure.

See years of research, development 
and innovation in action. Contact 
CCL Secure to request a sample 
Galapagos House Note today.

Together we can take the next step towards a 
sustainable future, with this pioneering polymer 
banknote engineered for the note/coin boundary.

Overcome the Challenges Created by Coins

•	� Low public appeal and involuntary hoarding

•	� High production and management costs

•	� Illegal smelting when commodity metals 
outweigh the face value of coins
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